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versation by degrees multiplied  and  grew
troublesome;   the modish world found too
great a constraint in them, and have therefore
thrown most of them aside.    Con-versation,
like the Eomish religion, was so encumbered
with show and ceremony that it stood in need
of a reformation to retrench its superfluities
and restore it to its natural good sense and
beauty.    At present,  therefore,  an  uncon-
strained carriage and a certain openness of
behavior are the height of good-breeding. The
fashionable world is grown free and easy; our
manners sit more loose upon us.   Nothing is
so modish as an agreeable negligence.   In a
word, good-breeding shows itself most where
to an ordinary eye it appears the least.
If after this we look on the people of mode
in the country we find in them the manners
of the last age. They have no sooner fetched
themselves up to the fashion of the polite
world but the town has dropt them, and are
nearer to the first state of nature than to those
refinements which formerly reigned in the
<jourt, and still prevail in the country. One
may now know a man that never conversed in
the world by his excess of good-breeding. A
polite country squire shall make you as many
bows in half an hour as would serve a courtier
for a week. There is infinitely more to do
about place and precedency in a meeting of
justices* wives than in an assembly of duch-
esses.